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Abstract 
In The Wretched of the Earth, Frantz Fanon famously argues that violence is a prerequisite for 
national liberation from the colonizer. The deployment of violence transforms the colonized into a 
democratic people capable of collective action and self-rule. The logic is straightforward, but its 
implication is far-reaching: To what extent is violence constitutive of the founding act in the context 
of colonialism? Theorizing in the context of early 20th century colonial Korea, leading Korean 
intellectuals of the time held differing views on this issue of founding violence. On the one hand, 
those who vehemently opposed Japanese rule viewed violence as both necessary and productive. On 
the other hand, those who opted for a more “practical” path toward national self-determination were 
conflicted about the use of violence. Drawing on the political thought of Cho So-ang (1887-1958) and 
Yi Kwang-su (1892-1950), this paper reconstructs the discourse of founding violence in colonial 
Korea. 
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